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Abstract: 
This dissertation aims to advance Automatic Text Simplification (ATS) in German and to investigate 
how multimodal approaches can be used to address accessibility. Moreover, we study how a greater 
prevalence of simplified language affects LLMs’ performances. We provided novel open-source 
resources for German ATS, including a readability-controlled dataset and two simplification models, as 
well as new evaluation procedures for aspect-specific evaluation. LLMs show great potential for 
increasing the availability of accessible content. However, we also find that LLMs show a reduced 
performance on inputs in simplified English 


